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BEFORE MAILING OF FIRST OFFICE ACTION (37 C.F.R, S1.97fb)) 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. §1.56, Applicants request that the 
documents identified on the attached PTO/SB08/a form be made of official record in the 
above-identified application and considered by the Examiner. The information disclosure 
statement submitted herewith is being filed before the mailing date of a first Office action on 
the merits, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. section 1.97(b). Copies of the identified documents are 
enclosed herewith in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.98. 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this document and 
documents as being enclosed herewith 
are being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service as first class mail 
in an envelope addressed to: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 
1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on: 

December 9, 2005 
Suzarah Guevara 



I. SUBMITTED US PATENT/PUBLICATION REFERENCES 
Document No. Number Country Date of Patent/Publication 

Al 2002168572 US 11-14-2002 

A2 2002031708 US ' 03-14-2002 



Attorney Docket No. 09792909-5860 
Information Disclosure Statement 
Page 2 



II. SUBMITTED FOREIGN PATENT/PUBLICATION REFERENCES 



Document No. Number Country Date of Publication 

Bl EP 1052711 EP 11-15-2000 

B2 WO 03/023879 WO 03-20-2003 

B3 EP 1244164 EP 09-25-2002 

B4 JP 2002260637 JP 09-13-2002 



m. SUBMITTED NON-PATENT/PUBLICATION REFERENCES 

NONE 



The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g)), an admission that the 
information cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability, or that no other material 
information exists. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as an 
admission against interest in any manner. Notice of January 9, 1992, 1135 O.G. 13-25, at 25. 

n. EXPLANATION OF RELEVANCE 
The above-identified documents were cited in a communication fi-om the European 
Patent Office dated November 7, 2005 (copy enclosed herewith), in a counterpart foreign 
application (EP 20040007960, filed April 1, 2004). 

No fee is due with this submission. However, the Commissioner is hereby authorized 
to charge any deficiency in a required fee to Deposit Account No. 19-3140, 

R<J§pfe«;tfully submitted. 
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